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“Everyday we take important steps to reunite what was a divided nation. We continue to work together to ensure that every South African en joy dignity, freedom and justice, and that our children grow up in an environment that nurtures their talents, infusing the spirit of resilience and determination even in the face of difficult challenges”

Address by President Thabo Mbeki on the occasion of the unveiling of the FIFA Soccer World Cup SA 2010 Emblem in Berlin, Germany.   
The children must, at last, play in the open veld, no longer tortured by the pangs of hunger, ravaged by disease, or threatened by the scourge of ignorance, molestation, and abuse – and no longer required to engage in deeds whose gravity exceeds the demands of their tender years”

Acceptance speech of former President Nelson Mandela at the Nobel Peace Price Award Ceremony in Oslo, Norway   

THE STRATEGIC CHILDREN’S RIGHTS AGENDA OF GOVERNMENT
Children’s Rights are enshrined in the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa. Departments are, therefore, obliged to translate the Constitutional Mandate into legislation, policies and programmes at all spheres of Government to ensure that the human rights of children are meted out to South African children. 

The strategic children’s rights agenda of Government is guided by the Children’s Rights Sector’s obligation to contribute to national initiatives towards delivery on:  

1.1 The Constitutional Mandate

1.2 The National Strategic Objective i.e. “A united, democratic, non-racial, non-sexist and prosperous South Africa” 

1.3 The People’s Contract or Election Manifesto 

1.4 National priorities

1.5 Regional and International obligations     

In this “Age of Hope” Government seeks to accelerate delivery on children’s rights – especially at Local Government level where South 
      Africa’s children are located.  
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS DELIVERY GUIDE FOR MUNICIPALITIES
	 QUALITY LIFE PRIORITIES


	HUMAN RIGHTS OF CHILDREN

	CHILDREN’S RIGHTS REQUIREMENTS IN MUNICIPALITIES
	KEY ELEMENTS OF CHILDREN’S RIGHTS DELIVERY
	INDICATORS

	CHILD POPULATION STATUS


	Rights to national identity
	Knowledge of child population in Municipality disaggregated into:

1. Early Childhood population
(0 – 4 yrs)

2. Pre-School population
(4 – 6yrs)

3. Primary School population & number of schools

4. High School population & number of schools

5. Location of child population in Municipality


	· Stimulating & Cognitive development oriented ECD programmes

· Grade R in schools

· Education access by vulnerable children

· Gender Equity

· Knowledge of whether children are in informal settlements, rural, affordable housing, townships, farms or suburbs
	Sufficient formal and informal ECD centres

Pre school access to all children in Municipality

Education support systems for children from poor households

Appropriate ratios of girl and boy children at high school

Municipality data base on where children are situated 

	INFRASTRUCTURE
	Right to survival and basic health care
	1. Clinic and hospital to cater for number of children in the Municipality 
2. Antenatal care systems

3. Safe birth systems


4. Postnatal care systems


5. Home based health support services for new babies


6. Programmes for children with special needs 
	· Acceptable distances
· Pregnancy management programs
· Systems to determine baby maturity level at the time of birth

· Child protection

· Paternal involvement

· Traditional Healers CR Programme 

· Technical support for new mothers

· Programs to address physical and mental needs at early stages  
	Clinics within walking distance
Prevention of child conditions such as the alcohol syndrome

1) Appropriate and efficient health system intervention where this is appropriate 2) birth certificate
Road to Health Records for children 
House calls by community nurses

Facilities to cater for special needs of children

	EDUCATION
	Right to Quality Education
	1.  Quality education

2. Safe schools


3. School based gender programmes 

4. School & public libraries


5. National flags on school premises


6. Schools talent competitions
	· Effective life and intellectual skills transference program

· Drug, crime and weapons free schools – with nutrition programs for poor children. 
· Affirmation of the girl child

· Access to computer facilities

· Awareness of national symbols

· Extramural activities
	Registered schools
Sporadic status check routine

Gender equality

Computer literacy among children

Sense of National Identity and Pride 
Municipality talent affirmation programs


	QUALITY LIFE INFRASTRUCTURE
	Right to quality life infrastructure 
	1.    Access to water & sanitation


2.    Affordable electricity 


3.    Roads  

6. Shelter/ housing

7. Waste/ garbage collection 

8. Reliable transportation system
9. Traditional Leadership with a child centred governance approach
	· Clean and safe water

·  Street lights

· Bridges where this is appropriate

· Affordable housing

· Affordable and sustainable system
· Affordable public transport system
· Children’s rights trained traditional leadership
	Zero water borne diseases
Visibility at night

Zero flood & traffic related children deaths

Zero level of homelessness

Clean living environment 

Easy movement from point A to B

Child rights sensitive traditional leadership



	SPIRITUALITY
	Right to spiritual care 
	1.   Sunday School Programmes
2.    Faith Based Youth   

       Programmes

3.    Faith Based Family  

 Programs 

 
4.  Affirmed traditional best practice 


	· Parental involvement in Sunday and Youth Programmes

· Involvement of all members of the family – including members of the extended family in the household

· Prioritisation of best interest of the child
	Municipality Faith Based Children Initiatives 
Municipality Family Days 

Indigenous best practice and character building programmes

	SOCIAL SERVICES
	Right to Social Services
	Access to: 
1.   Social work services for children

2. Psycho-social therapy for children


3. Access to child care Grants


4. Community development programmes


5. Municipality hot/helpline for children 


7. Police Station

8. CR Public Communication Systems 

9. Children’s rights sensitive Women’s Societies and Men’s Makgotla 
	· Compliance with Batho Pele Principles

· Special training and understanding of traditional context

· Knowledge of number, location and profile of children in the Municipality receiving State grants 

· Community centres with computer facilities
· Crisis intervention measures

· Child rights sensitive police service

· Community Radio Stations

· Societies and Makgotla to create space to give “attention to children’s issues”
	Good customer/ client service in Municipality

Effective psycho-social services

Baseline data 

Bridging of the digital divide in poor communities

Recourse for children in distress

Information on children in distress e.g child labour, child headed households etc.

Child Protection Unit in Police Station

Data base on children in prison/ holding cells

Public education and debate on children’s rights and age appropriate responsibilities

Societies and Makgotla Annual Children’s Days



	SPORTS & RECREATION 
	Right to Leisure and Recreation 
	1. Sports facilities catering for soccer, netball, baseball cricket and or preferred sporting codes

2. Recreation facilities for children and their families 
	· Facilities in good condition and well maintained


	Sports competitions in Municipality

Movie houses, Parks, Swimming pools, cultural centres, etc.


	QUALITY LIFE PRIORITIES
	HUMAN RIGHTS OF CHILDREN
	CHILDREN’S RIGHTS REQUIREMNETS IN MUNICIPALITIES
	KEY ELEMENTS OF CHILDREN’S RIGHTS DELIVERY
	INDICATORS

	ENVIRONMENTAL CARE
	Right to Environmental Care
	Where appropriate:
1. Well maintained streets and roads

2. Paving

3. Grass

4. Trees

5. Flood lights in the area

6. Storm drain water facilities

7. Waste/ garbage dumping area

8. Traffic lights

9. Bridges for safe crossing

10. Environment maintenance systems


	Sustainable maintenance of all component elements of environmental care at in Municipalities
	Community and children involvement in Municipality Environment Care Programmes 


THE ROLE OF THE ORC IN THE MAYOR’S OFFICE
The role of the Office on the Rights of the Child in the Mayor’s Office is to:

1. Develop the Municipality’s Children’s Rights Profile – in line with the Municipalities Children’s Rights Guide above. ORC Presidency will offer technical support. 
2. Present the Profile to the Mayor and his/her Executive Team – with the intention to agree strategies to comply with the Municipalities Children’s Rights Guide 

3. Share the profile and agreed improvement strategies with the Provincial and National Offices on the Rights of the Child in the Premier’s Office and Presidency respectively

4. Collapse children’s rights activities in the Municipality, into the National Children’s Rights Operating Framework. This will strengthen the work of the National Children’s Rights Programme with regard to:

· Facilitation of delivery on the Constitutional Mandate

· Monitoring and evaluation of children’s rights delivery in Government

· Reporting on children’s rights delivery 
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