RIGHTS

FOR CHILDREN

IN AN HIV+ WORLD

A comprehensive guide to social security benefits and services for children living with HIV/AIDS

THE RIGHT
TO GRANTS

The Care Dependency Grant
and the Child Support Grant

I'm off to the clinic,
| want ta find out
about getting
maoney to help me
look after Yuya.

g Withoul anyone
earning money
it must be very

difficult,

Sho.itis. YL
| need help. ¥

ACESS

Mo it's fine.
where are you
going today? §

Hella, thank you .
for looking after
Yuyo laday

Good luck
Montle.

" Hello Nontle. |
havent seen you
ina long time.

I'm off to the clinic to find
out about getting some
money to help me look after
Vuyo, And you?

Hi Thembisa,
yes, last time |
53w you you
were pregnant
with your first
child,

Me too, but I'm going to find out about ARVS.
| have HIV and | don't want my baby to have
it too, My first baby got HIV and she's so
& ﬂ-;"" sick. | applied for some monoy last week to

help me look after her.

Oh, so you
know how |
can get some

Itz called the Care Dependanwm
Its money from the government lo help
you look after a sick child. Te get the
grant, your child must be under 18 years
old and must need permanent care.  J

T —

_""--__:,_ J

That's Yuyo. I'm se
scared to leave him
alone even for half an
hour. | have to fesd
him. clean him and
kesp him company.

A




You'll also need to take Vuyo fo the
hospital to be examined by a doctor
to see how ill he is. For you to get the
CDG, the doctor needs to confirm that
'Il\\fuyu neads homecare 24 hours a day.

And does your
family earn less
than R4000 a
month?

My family? It's just
me and Vuyo and I'm
too busy looking after
Vuyo to work.

And you and Vuyo
were both borm in
South Africa, right?

M've got twa
problems
Thembisa.

You don't need to pay anything
e apply. and | can look after

Sa do | apply
Yuyo while you're gone. 4

al the hospital
than?

Mo when you have all
the right documents
and the letter from

| don’t have money to

apply. and | can't
spend a whole day in
town away from Vuyo. f

the hospital you must
go to the District

al Walfare Office,
m There's one in town.
N It's been so nice chatfing, it's
\|—< mada the time fly by. A

Yes it has. Talk to
Nurse Palience.
she helpad me.

Hetlo, How can
| help you?

e getting meney 1o halp me
ook after my sick son.

Please take a seat. So | chatled to Thembisa on o Ok, well let me First you'll need
= you're looking for a “|| the way and she told me tell you what Io lake some
Care Dependency Grant? that my son Yuyo you'll need to things with you
( Um... | think that Ig gualifies for it because he do now. when you apply.
neads full-time care.

\_trhal it's called?

Oh, dear, | hope
| have everything. |4

That will work

Wall, let's see You'll need Vuyo doesn’t have an ID

your green. bar-coded ID document, all he has is his Just as well -
and Yuyo's ID. birth certificate. W longAn 1l i

bar coded.

|
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Then you'll need a report from a

The doclors will take some '1
doctor = you musl bring Vuyo here

blood from Yuyo's arm so

What sort of

and we can sort that out.

|s that to confirm that Vuyo needs
hoemecare 25 hours a day?

Thembisa

teacher. Yes. the
doctor will check how
sick Yuyo is.

is a good

tests will they

they can check his CD&
count, The test shows how
strong his immune system
is and how far the HIV
disease has advanced.

You also need proof of
whether you're single,
married. divorced or a
foster parent.

I'm single, |'ve
never been
married.

Ok, if you were married or divorced
ar your husbhand had died then you'd
have papers. But seeing as you
haven't been married you must get
an affidavit.

A what? It's a piece of paper thiﬂ
53Ys yOU Were never
married. You need fo

write it, ar get someone

to help you write it and
then take it te the police
station so that they can
sign it and make it legal.
That's an affidawit.

Shoh! I'm a bit
afraid to go to

the police
station|

Don't be, they are
there lo help you,
Why don't you take
a friend with you,

—

| wish | did, but
| don’t.

Qik, then you need to
make sure that
information is also
an the affidawit you
gel from the police
station.

@er that you need proof of how much you )
earn as a family, Do you have a pay slip?
g ¥ | pay slip

Sho. that's a lot of
things | nead,

Once you have all those
things you can go to the
District Welfare Office and

they will interview you,

Then will they give
me money right
away? | need
some soon.

Mo. you'll have to be palient. [l can
take over a maonth to hear If your
application is approved. And 3 months
before you get any money,

Yoh - that's a
long time to

/Erul if you really need money ask them fa
give you some food vouchers to help you
until the money arrives. IU's called Social
Relief of Distress and the government can
give you maney or vouchers to halp for
short periods of time.

-
How much can | get when
the grant comas?

It's about RET0 a month.

Wow, then |
can buy soma
meat for

Vuyoe.

And remember the grant won't
last forever — only while you
still lzok after Vuye and only

until he turns 18, After that you

need to apply for a Disability

Grant for Vuyo.




The other is called Nevarapine - and
you will get that when you go into
labour. We'll give the same medicine
te your baby after it's born.

r"-_‘r’nu can choose to breastfeed or |

formula feed. If you breastfeed you
must only feed your baby breast milk
and nothing else for six months, If you
don't want to or cannot breastfeed you
can feed your baby formula.But then
you must only give the baby farmula

and MOT mix breastfeeding with

farmula feeding. We will give you free

e e Kok o L_ milk powder for six muthl.
late. And the other after the baby ~N

b medicine? L e ey 'ﬁ}» ‘ﬂ%
i — ! A 5 :

There are two medicines you'll nesd- one 1
is called Zidovudine and you must take
that from 34 weeks into your pregnancy.

I'll need that very
soon then | am
already 29 weeks. |

am glad | came to see
you now and didn’t

warks. And
what else da |
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